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'"*"Sb Whb is to'dbtKe^^entialjob \
of dealing with "our overheated j
sexual climate"? Why,who else but i
"the government, at various levels, |
will have to step in to help the par
ents," says Mi*. Kl^istol. But who is !
the governmeiit? '' 'V • , 1
• For-me the govei'nment — ;

whether a Deltiocrat or Republi- I
can is in the White House -^ ap- j
points the administrators of the
National Endowment of the Arts I
or the National Endowment of the !
Humanities, whose ideas of the <
arts and humanities and social sci
ences support the very culture Mr.
Kristol abominates.: I cannot envi
sion a White House appointing and
obtaining the cbnfiiination of Da
vid Horowitz or Gertrude Him-
melfarb to high posts in officially
sponsored and financed culture.
Government meahs; .the people
who gave us the high hit of cruci
fixes inurineandRobert Mapplet-
horpe's photos of sadomasochistic
homoeroticism. Entrust President
Clinton or his appointees to do
something, to quote Mr.Kristol, "to
lower the temperature of the sex
ual climate in which ,we live"?. It
would be like asking managers of
massage parlors' or homosexual
bathhouses to establish commu
nity standards of decency.

Starting with 1964, the govern
ment introduced a so-called ".wel
fare state" that* has'helped pro
duce a culturfe in Which

' 13-year-olds' havd'babies,<i5-year-
olds kill each''other/'̂ l7-yeaiK)lds

' die of AIDS; 18-yeaiM)lds gethigh
•school'diplomas' they;^can't •read,
21ryear-olds achieve high tank as
moneyed drug lords and 30-year
welfare mothers boastr a welfare
ancestry of three and four genera-

,,tioiis.,-.:} ••>•7 '•
In the second volUme ofILord

Skidelsky's magisterial biography
of John Maynard Keynes, the au
thor writes that the ^eat econo-
'mist sought^State ifaterventioh "to
redress the failings of-society hot
because he- loved*[the State] but
because he saw it as'Ae last re
source." -Well, ' looking back,
Keynes was wrong-'and sovl'm
afraid is Mn Kristol.- . . •;

The last resource is the people.
Let them organize boycotts

; against producers ^ the net^rks
and the cable companies —^ and
other supporters of the TV pro
grams and tapes which do so much
ham to our children. Freedom of
speech also means freedom to set
up picketlmes 'agaiiist purveyors
of the pedophilid sludge whopro-

?claim theif rights under the ]^st
'Amendmehf.' As f̂or, seeking the
help of "gpvemment,v;at! various

i^ieyels •'? •Plep.se>l^pi

Arnold BeicHman/a research
feUowdt the Hoover Institution^ is
a columnist for Tfie Washington
Times. ' ' •••/•:
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Violence,
sex and
censors

hat's happened to Ir
ving Kristol?

I can't believe that
the most influential

figure in modem conservatism
has become a believer in the be
nevolence, let alone the resources,
of government to make reasonable
morar decisions for society. But
that's exactly the way I read his
recent Wall Streetr Journal
monthly lesson, "Sex, Violence
and Videotape." ' ' '' •••'

The' topic, he dealt with —: the
relationship between films 'and
videotapes on the one hand and
street violence and promiscuity
on the other — is one which trou
bles parents, a handful of ediica-
tors and legislators. Mr.'Kristol's
analysis of' the problem was
thoughtful and courageous;' It
runs counter to the powerful and
pervasive. "rap" counterculture
that, as Mr. Kristol.has noted) has
longbeen in liberal left Hands, es
pecially in the.acadeinyr,.

Mr.' Kristol cites studies ^and
Statements made in Britain and
the United; States -that^- summed

. up, indicate there is a causal rela
tionship between TV and video
tapes (what the British call "video

;nasties") ahd.violence and aggres
sive behavior by youth. Theriefore,
he recommends "someMdhd of
controls over television (and
tapes)," i.e., censorship;' '

"It is certainly true," he writes,
"that any such controls will in
volve some limitations on the free
domof adults to enjoy the kind of
entertainment they might prefer.
But modest limits oh adult liber
ties ought to be perfectly accept
able if they prevent thousands of
olir children from growing up into
criminal adults."

Mr. Kristol insists, "Something
must be donetolowerthe tempera
ture ofthe^xlial climate inwhich

' welive [and that] willof necessity
''limit the freddOfais Ofddiilts tom-
^'dtilge theirvsekual'fantasiOS'>^>He
(Isays we canesfpeptdhsde hell^JfrOm
>r,themainline bhdiM$ipie>schdols

that^handiourji'Odlillj^a^aiid^.the
,>;popular cultureip(hi

busy. makingfas ;ihul^H^6noyias
possibleoutofas miichaOx as pos-
sibier


